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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the reaction disk 
integral with the input shaft and the radial pin integral with the sleeve must be shown or 
the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 



Application/Control Number: 10/763,404 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3682 

the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p) (4) 
because reference character "31" has been used to designate both spring, support, and 
stop ring. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

4. The drawings are objected to because in Fig. 2 reference character "31 " lead line 
does not point to the spring; "34" lead line points to the thrust ring and "33" lead line 
points to the spring, they should be reversed; Fig. 1 shows the clutch on the left side of 
the flywheel and Fig. 2 shows the clutch on the right side; the drive assembly is shown 
on the left side of the flywheel in Fig. 1 and on the right side in Fig .2. Corrected 
drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
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amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. 
Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 21 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

5. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 1 50 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

6. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract exceeds 1 50 
words. Correction is required. See MPEP 608.01 (b). 
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7. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The 
references to the claims should be removed as they may change during prosecution. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

8. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

9. Claims 1 -1 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , it is unclear how to interpret "idle with respect to the input shaft". 
In claim 2, it is unclear how to interpret "axially free manner" and "angularly free 
manner". 

In claim 10, it is unclear what "vice versa" is referring to. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 0. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 1 . Claims 1 -4, 8, 9, and 1 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by Gambini (EP 0898096). 

Gambini discloses an automatic, mechanical, continuously variable transmission 
comprising an input shaft (7); a flywheel (9) integral with the input shaft; a drive 
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assembly having a drive pulley defined by a first half-pulley (3) and a second half-pulley 
(4) which define a groove of variable width for a V belt (2); friction clutch means (8, 9A) 
interposed axially between said first half-pulley (3) and said flywheel (9); a centrifugal 
actuating assembly (17) comprising a centrifugal actuating device (21/23) controlling 
said clutch means (8, 9A) and for setting said clutch means to a torque-transmission 
condition in response to an angular speed value of said input shaft greater than a first 
threshold value, so as to connect said drive pulley angularly to said flywheel (9), and a 
speed regulating device (22) for moving said second half-pulley (4) axially with respect 
to said first half-pulley (3) to adjust the width of the groove of the drive pulley in 
response to variations in the speed of said input shaft, and push means (23) (It is 
inherent that the speed of the shaft includes a first value to connect the pulley of the 
flywheel and a second value where the speed adjusting means would be active that is 
higher than the first value). 

Re claim 2, said drive assembly comprises a sleeve (6) fitted to said input shaft 
(7) in axially free manner and in angularly free manner at least in one relative rotation 
direction; said first half-pulley (3) being fixed with respect to said sleeve (6); and the 
second half-pulley (4) being fitted in sliding manner to said sleeve (6). 

Re claim 3, said clutch means (8, 9A) comprise a friction disk (8) interposed 
axially between said first half-pulley (4) and said flywheel (9). 

Re claim 4, said actuating device (21/23) comprises a number of auxiliary 
weights (22) rotating integrally with said input shaft (7); said push means (23) being 
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interposed between said auxiliary weights (22) and said sleeve (6) to move said first 
half-pulley (3) towards said flywheel (9) and to grip said friction disk (8) between said 
flywheel (9) and said first half-pulley (3). 

Re claim 8, comprising a torque-sensitive compensating device (3,12) acting 
between said half-pulleys (3,4). 

Re claim 9, said second half-pulley (4) is fitted to said sleeve (6) to slide within 
limits defined by said compensating device (3,12). 

Re claim 12, comprising a free wheel (15) interposed between said input shaft (7) 
and said sleeve (6). 

Double Patenting 

1 2. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims 
are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct 
from the reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated 
by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 
F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 1 1 F.3d 1046, 29 
USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 
1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 
F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 
USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .321 (c) or 1 .321 (d) 
may be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory 
double patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to 
be commonly owned with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of 
activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement. 

Effective January 1 , 1 994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 
37 CFR 3.73(b). 
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1 3. Claims 1 -1 2 are provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1 -8 of copending 
Application No. 10/691 160. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are 
not patentably distinct from each other because they are obvious variants in the breath 
and scope of the claims. 

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the 
conflicting claims have not in fact been patented. 

Conclusion 

1 4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 



applicant's disclosure. 

5,458,539 Landry (weights) 

3,830,112 Ward (flywheel) 

5,328,413 Robert (pin) 

5,052,981 Robert (weights) 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vicky A. Johnson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7106. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:00a-3:30p). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6217. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



VickyiA. Johnson 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3682 




